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Religious Studies at Ashlyns

e One of the statutory GCSE courses at our
school

e One lesson a week

e 100% examination

e Two papers - 1Th45m each (2h12m extra time)

o Paper 1 - Religion and ethics through Christianity
(1RB0/1B)

o Paper 2 - Religion, peace and conflict through Islam
(1RB0/2C)
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How can RS help in the world
of work?

Police

Nursing & Midwifery
Accountancy

The armed forces

Teaching

Law

Medicine

Social work

Journalism...and many more.
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Religious Studies at Ashlyns

e Paper 1 - Christianity
TUESDAY 12th MAY, 2026 (AM)
(1h45m or 2h12m ET)

m Christian beliefs

m Marriage and family life
m Living the Christian life
m Matters of life and death

e Paper 2 -Islam
WEDNESDAY 20th MAY, 2026 (PM)
(1h45m or 2h12m ET)

m Muslim beliefs

m Crime and punishment
|

|

Living the muslim life
Peace and conflict
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What the Department will offer:

Face to face with students

e Teaching, feedback and assessment practice in
class

e Intensive class-time revision

e Access to a revision matrix that links to all revision
resources

e Targeted intervention for “grade-raising” (including
specialised “Session 67)
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Revision
matrix!

SWA/Juicy quotes sheet here
List of Bible passages here
List of Quran quotes here and here

2022, 2023, 2024

MARK SCHEME
2016 specimen, 2018, 2019, 2020,

2022, 2023, 2024

N
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How to GCSERS q i here
Seneca Learning (Summer 2025)

e Unitl ssignment here

e Unit1.3/1.4 assignment here

PAST PAPERS
2016 specimen, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,

e Unit

e Unit 2.3 assignm ere (U
not yet available)

MARK SCHEMES
2016 specimen, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,
2022, 2023, 2024

Links for Unit 1.1:
CHRISTIAN BELIEFS
1) What you need to know for the
exam here

Links for Unit 2.1:
MUSLIM BELIEFS
1. What you need to know for the
exam here

2) Rewvision powerpoint here
3) Quick Revision Sheet here
4) Worksheet to complete here

2) Revwvision presentation here 2. Revision presentation here
3) Quick Revision here 3. Quick Revision here
4) BBC Bitesize links here and here 4. BBC Bitesize links here and here
5) Worksheet to complete here 5. Worksheet to complete here
Links for Unit 1.2: Links for Unit 2.2:
MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
1) What you need to know for the 1. What you need to know for the
exam here exam here

2. Revision presentation here
3. Quick Revision here
4. Worksheet to complete here

Links for Unit 1.3:
LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
1) What you need to know for the
exam here
2) Revision powerpoint here
3) Quick Revision here
4) BBC Bitesize link here
5) Worksheet to complete here

Links for Unit 2.3:
LIVING THE MUSLIM LIFE

1. What you need to know for the
exam here
Quick Revision here
BBC Bitesize link here
Worksheet to complete here

apwN

Links for Unit 1.4:
MATTERS OF LIFE AND DEATH
1) What you need to know for the
exam here
2) Revision presentation here
3) Quick Revision here
4) Worksheet to complete here

Links for Unit 2.4:
PEACE AND CONFLICT
1. What you need to know for the
exam here
2. Revision presentation here
3. Quick Revision here
4. Worksheet to complete here
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What you can do:
The most effective revision at
home...

e Develop your knowledge and understanding of
content
e PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificatio
ns/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html

There are FOUR units per paper, each split into

four questions
e Part A (3 mar
e Part B (4 mar

KS)
KS)

e Part C (5 mar

KS)

e Part D (12 marks)... two of these will also have up
to THREE extra marks available for SPaG
(Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar)
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“A” questions are known as statement
guestions.

3 \G The command word is “Outline...”, so
Mmar THREE sentences - each detailing a
relevant belief, teaching or practice — are
required.
1 ( m ree things Christians believe about salvation,

LODSEASOS eteve. . eSO  SOaRCk J
nLMA0LEG... Y. reoentmg... P " 0 GO~ {6 v e P
There (.. 500000 . £OC. . eLeryone w.v.\\{ ..

Ledh... 0. Q00 ufe . OO0 LU0 TNCNNG O\Oth
ThGk... . 000 oM fOCOLAR . SN O X






“B” questions are known as
explanation questions.

You need to give and
explain TWO different
reasons for the beliefs,
teachings or practices
mentioned in the question
to gain all FOUR marks.



This is where the student has
provided a relevant point.

‘ This is where the student has developed
their point with an example or further
explanation.

Y mar\®

(b) Explain two reasons why prophets are important for Muslims.







S mark®

Again, “C” questions are explanation
questions, but there’s a difference.

Just like “B” questions, you must give and
explain two different reasons for the beliefs,
teachings of practices mentioned in the
question to gain the first FOUR marks.

HOWEVER... to get the final FIFTH mark, they
MUST make an additional reference to a
source of wisdom and authority.

This could be a quote from a holy text, a
religious teaching, or a quote from a religious
teacher.



(c) Explain two Catholic teachings about the Trinity.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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Learning Sources of Wisdom and

Authority (SWA)

Jesus's last days

® Incarnation / Christmas
“The word became flesh and made his dwellings
among us”

* Resurrection / ascension / Easter
“Why do you look for him... he Is risen”

® Cruclfixion
Forglve them father they do not know what they

are doing”

The Church

* Sacraments: Baptism / The
future of the Church
“Baptise the nations... made
disciples of them all”

* Worldwide Church - Charity
“Love thy neighbour”

* Family / support from the
parlsflq / ro/;p:f the local
church

“Bring them up In training and
Instruction of the Lord”

““Let the little ones come to me...
for the kingdom of God Is theirs”

Problem of evil

e Problem of evil
“The lord works for
rlﬁ'hteousness”
“There will be no more death,
mourning or crying”
Story of Job and suffering leads

to joy

CHRISTIANITY
QUOTE BANK

Life and death

* Salivation
“8od sent his Son to ... save the world”
* Eschatology / life after death
“An eternal house In heaven, not bullt by human hands”
* Creation / origins of the universe / origins of human life /
Issues In the natural wor
“In the be%Innlng was the word and the word was with od”
“6od said, let there be light”
“Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky”

Life and death

* Salivation
“God sent his Son to ... save the world”

* Eschatology / life ofter death
“An eternal house in heaven, not built by human

ands”

Creatlon / origins of the universe / origins of
human life / issues in the natural worl

In the beginning was the word and the word was
with God

“Bod sald, let there be light”

“Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the

sky”

Marriage and
family

* Divorce / Marrlage / sexual
relationships
“Two will become one flesh”
“Anyone who divorces and looks
at another has committed
adultery”

* Bender equality
Benesls 1 - god made humans in
his Image
Benesis 2 - woman is made as a

‘helper’ to Adam



Your source of wisdom and authority for Part C
doesn't NEED to be a quote.

Quotes are preferable, but if you get stuck, you
can get the fifth mark by writing a relevant
teaching.

e.d.: “Therefore, the Bible teaches that
when two people are married, they form a
bond in the sight of God.”
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“D” questions are the evaluation
qguestions. They are worth 12 marks.

K TWO of them are worth 15 marks
marks\‘ because you can gain up to THREE more
for SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and
Grammar)

(d) “All Christians should go on pilgrimage.”

Evaluate this statement, considering arguments
for and against. In your response, you must:
 refer to Christian teachings

* refer to different Christian points of view

e reach a justified conclusion (15)



MARKS |CRITERIA

0 Nothing worthy of credit
1-3 A single point of view with reason(s) stated in support
4-6 - Reasoned consideration of a point of view

- A logical chain of reasoning drawing on key knowledge and
understanding of relevant evidence and information

OR

- Recognition of different points of view, each supported by
relevant reasons/evidence

7-9 - Reasoned consideration of different points of view
- Logical chains of reasoning draw on key knowledge and
understanding of relevant evidence and information

10-12 - A well-argued response, reasoned consideration of different
points of view.

- Logical chains of reasoning leading to judgement(s) supported
by knowledge and understanding of relevant evidence and
information




There are TWO routes to success in D questions:




For success in your 12 mark “D”
evaluation questions, just remember...




An argument supporting the question
statement.
gree

POINT “Firstly...”
Provide a point that supports the question statement.

EVIDENCE “For example / Evidence supporting this
includes...” Provide holy text quote / teaching / law, etc.(SWA,
preferably!!!)

EXPLAIN “As aresult/ This means that...”
Explain why this evidence supports this point.

LINK BACK “Therefore, ”
Provide a conclusion statement that links your answer back to the
question being answered!



: A t ing th
[) isagree e S BRI the
P “However, there are [groups / teachings /
beliefs / arguments] that may oppose this

statement, such as...”

E “For example / Evidence to support this
includes...

E “As aresult/ This means that...

L “Therefore”



Could support or oppose... usuall
. whatever you’re going to choose for
nother view your conclusion!

P “[Another / A non-religious / Another Christian /
Another Islamic] view on whether (refer to the

statement) is that...” J1//d0lsq VA NN CE R 1=

question bullet points to help decide the viewpoin

E “For example / Evidence to support this includes...

E “As aresult/ This means that...

L “Therefore...”



Your reasoned, appraised,
y view justified conclusion.

“On balance, the stronger / more convincing
[points / evidence [ arguments] suggest that the
question statement is [correct / incorrect].”

“This is because... (Explain in one sentence a
reason why your conclusion is STRONG, or
CORRECT) .”

“By contrast... (Explain in one sentence why the
argument [eJe]e ¢| you opinion Is not as strong, or
WRONG ) ”

“Therefore, | conclude that... (Restate the opinion
you provided at the beginning of the essay.)



NB: Your conclusion sentences should expand
upon WHY the evidence you’ve selected is
strong or weak...

Is one side promoted (or not) by key SWA?
e Sacred texts (word of God)
e Religious / laws or rules
e Religious leader

Is one side backed up by
evidence, like

e Statistics

e case studies

THINGS TO ° reports?
CONSIDER FOR . .
Does one side address this
“MY FOUR-STEP focus of the question directly?
CONCLUSION?”

How strong / weak is its
relevance to the question?

Is one side supported by OTHER
beliefs, teachings and practices
of the religion we’re focusing on?




For success in your 12 mark “D” evaluation questions,

just remember...
2 A
“mars\” A-B;A.“'&d]

POINT “Firstly...” Provide a point that supports the question statement.
EVIDENCE “For example / Evidence supporting this includes...” Provide holy text quote / teaching / law, etc.
gree

EXPLAIN “As a result / This means that...” Explain why this evidence supports this point.

LINK BACK “Therefore...” Provide a conclusion statement linking your answer back to the exam question

P “However, there are [groups / teachings / beliefs / arguments] that may oppose the statement, such as...”

E “For example / Evidence to support this includes...
Isagree E “As a result / This means that...”

L “Therefore...”

P “[Another view / Another Christian / Another Islamic] view on whether (refer to the statement) is that...”

IMPORTANT: Read the question bullet points to help decide the viewpoint to use!

m E “For example / Evidence to support this includes...
nother view _
E “As a result / This means that...”

L “Therefore...”

SNOILSIND Y04 SIINVHL HNOA HO4 H3AO diTd

“On balance, the stronger / more convincing [points / evidence / arguments] suggest that the question
statement is [correct / incorrect].”

y four-step . o
. ‘This is because... (Explain in one sentence a reason why your conclusion is STRONG, or CORRECT) .”
conclusion
“By contrast... (Explain in one sentence why the argument you opinion is not as strong, or WRONG ) ” @

“Therefore, | conclude that... (Restate the opinion you provided at the beginning of the essay.)




My opinion
A

D isagree

Alternative

My four-step
conclusion

For success in your 12 mark
“D” evaluation questions,
just remember...

MAD




My opinion

“In my opinion, this statement is correct /
incorrect.”

Here, you state whether you think the question
statement is right or wrong / whether you
agree or disagree with the question statement

in just one sentence.




gree

POINT “Firstly...”
Provide a point that supports your opinion about the statement.

EVIDENCE “For example / Evidence supporting this includes...”
Provide holy text quote / teaching / law, etc.

EXPLAIN “Therefore / As a result...”
Explain why this evidence supports this point.

EVALUATE “This is a [strong / authentic ] argument, because...”
Provide a judgement about the strength of this argument and provide
a reason!



NB: Your “evaluate” sentences should expand upon WHY your
point here is strong or weak, not just pile on more evidence,
examples or “double down” on the point being made...

Is one side promoted (or not) by key SWA?
e Sacred texts (word of God)
e Religious / laws or rules
e Religious leader

Is one side backed up by
evidence, like

e Statistics

e case studies

THINGS TO ° reports?
CONSIDER FOR . .
Does one side address this
“MY FOUR-STEP focus of the question directly?
CONCLUSION?”

How strong / weak is its
relevance to the question?

Is one side supported by OTHER
beliefs, teachings and practices
of the religion we’re focusing on?




D isagree

P “However, there are [groups / teachings / beliefs /
arguments] that may oppose my view, such as...”

E “For example / Evidence to support this includes...
E “Therefore / As a result...

E “This is a [weaker / inconsistent/ illogical] argument,
because...”



Another view

P “[An ethical/ A non-religious / Another Christian / Another
Islamic] view on whether (refer to the statement) is that...”

IMPORTANT: Read the question bullet points to help decide the

viewpoint to use!

E “For example / Evidence to support this includes...

E “Therefore / As a result...”

E “This is a [strong / authentic / logical / weak / inconsistent/
illogical] argument, because...”



M y four-step conclusion

“On balance, the stronger / more convincing [points
/ evidence / arguments] suggest that the question
statement is [correct / incorrect].”

“This is because... (Explain in one sentence the
strength of an argument your opinion) .”

“By contrast... (Explain in one sentence why the
argument your opinion is not as strong -
even if it is a good argument!) ”

“Therefore, | conclude that... (Restate the opinion
you provided at the beginning of the essay.)



For success in your 12 mark “D” evaluation questions,

eI A D A

“In my opinion,
Here, you state whether you think the question statement is right or wrong / whether
you agree or disagree with the question statement in just one sentence.

»

POINT “Firstly. ..” Provide an argument that supports your opinion about the statement.

EVIDENCE “For example / Evidence supporting this includes...” Provide holy text quote / teaching / law, etc.

EXPLAIN “Therefore / As a result...” Explain why this evidence supports this point.

EVALUATE “This is a(n) [strong / authentic / logical] argument, because...”
Provide a judgement about the strength of this argument and provide a reason!

P “However, there are [groups / teachings / beliefs / arguments] that may oppose my view, such as...”

. E “For example / Evidence to support this includes...
D isagree ple / PP
E “Therefore / As a result...

E “Thisis a [ weaker / more inconsistent/ less logical] argument, because...”

SNOILSIND Y04 SAINVYH4 HNOA HO4 H3INO diTd

P “[A non-religious / An ethical / Another Christian / Another Islamic] view on whether (refer to the

Nl LA L EI M IMPORTANT: Read the question bullet points to help decide the viewpoint to use!

A nother view E “For example / Evidence to support this includes...

E “Therefore / As a result...” .

E “This is a [strong / authentic / logical / weak / inconsistent/ illogical] argument, because...” (@)
“On balance, the stronger / more convincing [points / evidence / arguments] suggest that the question

statement is [correct / incorrect].”
y four-step PR . o,
lusi This is because... (Explain in one sentence the strength of an argument your opinion) .
conclusion “By contrast... (Explain in one sentence why the argument your opinion is not as strong ”

@

“Therefore, | conclude that... (Restate the opinion you provided at the beginning of the essay.)




What extra
resources are
there?
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GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES
FOR EDEXCEL B (9-1)

Religion ®
and Ethics

Religion, Peace
< and Conflict

ASHLYNS SCHOOL

GCSE Edexcel B
Religious Studies

Beliefs in Action (Grade 9-1)

The Revision Guide

Includes Free Online Edition



https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Religious-Studies-Edexcel-9-1/dp/0198432569/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=oup+religious+studies+edexcel&qid=1580370768&sr=8-5
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/religious-studies/rer41-grade-9-1-gcse-religious-studies-edexcel

Check out
the online

REVISE smf’ ’fi.me! res 0 u rces

MY provided

Revision
Guide

- on Google
Classroom
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pearson-Edexcel-Religious-Christianity-Revision/dp/1292270284

Please send any queries to

Mr P Walker

admin@ashlyns.herts.sch.uk
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