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Free choice composition
OCR set brief composition

Solo performance
Ensemble performance

Exam

30 marks each
60 marks in total

30 marks each
60 marks in total

80 marks in total



Free choice composition
Solo performance

OCR set brief composition
Ensemble performance

Exam

Integrated portfolio
Total of 60 marks

Practical component
Total of 60 marks

Listening and Appraising
Total of 80 marks



Free choice composition - Student A scored 24/30
Solo performance - Student A scored 20/30

OCR set brief composition - Student A scored 22/30
Ensemble performance - Student A scored 18/30

Exam - Student A scored 48/80

Example - Student A

Integrated portfolio total: 44/60

Practical component total: 40/60



Example - Student A

RESULTS

Integrated portfolio total: 44/60 6

*2025 boundaries

Practical component total: 40/60 4
Exam total: 48/80 5

Total mark: 132/200 Final grade: 5



Example - Student B

RESULTS

Integrated portfolio total: 58/60 9

*2025 boundaries

Practical component total: 59/60 9
Exam total: 53/80 6

Total mark: 170/200 Final grade: 9 (Just!)



Right now, students have three main priorities:

Complete their 
two compositions

● In lessons
● Session 6
● Lunchtimes

Practice their solo 
and ensemble 

pieces

● At home
● Practice rooms

Exam revision

● Regular 
in-class tests

● Independent 
study



Composition deadline: 27th March
Performance deadline: 16th March
● Performances are recorded by us at school
● Students must provide sheet music 

(they already know this!)



Ensemble Performance
‘Ensemble performance in which the learner plays a significant part’

● At least one minute of ensemble playing
○ For example, a vocal duet must have at least one minute of singing in harmony, not just 

back-and-forth
● Does not have to be with another student

○ Can be with a student from another school, their instrument teacher, a family member 
or one of us!

● Only the learner is marked
● A solo and accompaniment (e.g. voice and piano) does not count 

as an ensemble
● If students are unsure if their piece is suitable, we can check 

and give guidance on repertoire



Students should now be familiar with the exam format
Question 1 - Normal
Question 2 - Normal
Question 3 - 9 marker, extended writing
Question 4 - Normal
Question 5 - Scored-based, melodic dictation
Question 6 - Comparison, extended writing
Question 7 - Score-based
Question 8 - Normal

Total mark is 80



The Good The Bad The Ugly

‘How do I revise for music?’



‘How do I revise for music?’

Self-Testing
● Past paper practice in timed conditions

● Completed papers/questions can be 
handed in to us for accurate marking 
and feedback

● The most effective form of revision



‘How do I revise for music?’

Flashcards
● Excellent for key vocabulary and key 

features of Areas of Study

● MUST be active, not passive
○ Don’t just read them
○ Test yourself with them



‘How do I revise for music?’

Blurting
● A regular feature of revision lessons

● Fast, active and efficient way to revise

● Good for key features, but must be 
coupled with real exam practice



‘How do I revise for music?’

The Revision Site
● Contains knowledge 

organisers, full past papers 
with timed audio and 
individual questions with 
timed audio

● All practice resources in one 
place







‘How should I NOT revise for music?’

● Passive revision
○ Staring at flashcards
○ Highlighting bits of a revision guide that look important

● Excessively ‘pretty’ mind maps
○ May help to organise information, but will not help information get 

into long-term memory (unless used as part of testing)
● Not planning your time

○ Basing revision purely on spur-of-the-moment motivation, rather than 
setting specific blocks of time aside

● Playing the same 1 page of a piece on your instrument ad nauseam
○ All musicians are guilty of this!



‘How can I support my child’s independent music learning?’

● Try to create a practice space where your child can practice 
their performing undisturbed

● Encourage regular practising - 10 minutes daily is better than 
45 minutes once a week

● Ensure they have either good headphones or good speakers 
for practising their listening tests

● Promote active rather than passive revision
● Encourage Session 6 attendance for 1:1 help on their 

compositions



Music Session 6 - 
Mondays and Tuesdays after school in the Music Block


